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that the wh9reabouts of the owner or cJnsignee of such M;ake atllda­
goods is not known tQ affiant; which affidEtvit shall be filed VIto 
by such justice of the peace in his office for the inspection 
of any person interested in the same, and he shall also 
enter in his estray book a statement of the contents of theJU~ticl make 
affidavit, and the time and place, where, an.d by whom the :~t::y book. 
same was made. In C3.se the whereabouts of the owner 
or c:msignee is known, the person having the property Give notice to 
above mentioned in pJssession shall, before the expiration known owner. 
of three months from receipt of goods, give notice to such 
owner or consignee of said fact, and shall also ma.ke an 
affidavit to same, together with description of property 
before a justice of the peace, and the justice shall make a 
statemenL of contents of the affidavit in estray book. In 
either case above mentioned the justice shall order the Property 
property sold as provided in the next section. sold. 

SEC. 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved April 8, 1896. 

OHAPTER 108. 

AN ACT fixing the burden of proof in a certain class of actions 
against telegra.ph comp;\,nies. S. F.219. 

Be 'it enaoted by the General Assembly oj the State oj Iowa: 

SECTION 1. In any action against any telegraph com- . 
pany for damages cd.used by erroneous transmission of ~::!'~~~ttele­
telegram or by unreasonabld delay in delivery of telegram, graph~com-. f 1 h panv ,or neglIgence on pa.rt 0 te egrap company sh'111 be pre- negligence. 
sumed upon proof of erroneous transmission or of unrea-
sonable delay in delivery, and the burden of proof that .. 
such error or delay was not due to negligence upon its ~~o~~n of' 
part shall rest upon such company; ,.j I 

Provided, that no action for the recovery of such dam- N ;. ~-
h 11 b . t' d 1 l' th f' 0 actIOn un,. ages s a e maln alne un ess a c aIm ere or IS pre- les3 claim be 

sented in writing to such company, officer or agent thereof, ~~~l::~g~~x­
within sixty days from the time cause of action accrues. ty days. 

Approved April 30, 1896. 

OHAPTER 109. 
AN ACT to provide for a general levy for state purposes. S. F. 453. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly oj the State oj Iowa: 

SECTION 1. That there shall be raised by levying a Tax levied 
tax by valuation upon the assessed taxable property of the for general 

h f 11 ' f th h . f state pur-state, teo owmg sums or e purposes er81na ter set poses. 
forth: 

For general state purposes, to be designated as the 
general revenue fund, the sum of one million, four hundred 
thousand dollars ($1,400,000) upon the assessed value of 
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